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NEW MILFORD -- Denise 
Gearin is a single mom. And 
even though she works five jobs 
to make ends meet, she counts 
her blessings every day. 

One of those blessings has 
involved a much-needed 
makeover of her home, 
spearheaded by Peter Brady and 
the Handy Dandy Handyman 
ministry. 

Gearin needed help because no 
matter where she looked, 
something was falling apart. 

"I had been trying to duct tape 
my gutters back up," she said. 
"Trees were crowding and 
rotting my roof. The retaining 
wall was falling apart. It was 
falling apart around me and I 
didn't know where to begin or 
how I was going to do it." 

Watching her property 
deteriorate, she felt she was 
losing the one asset she had in 
the world. Then she met Brady. 

A retired director of purchasing 
at the former Nestlé, Brady 
volunteers his time through the 
ministry he started, called Handy 
Dandy Handyman (HDHM). 
Founded through St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church in Brookfield, 
HDHM helps local people in 
need. 

Assistance is provided through 
activities such as the annual 
Rake 'n' Bake, where volunteers 
help folks with tasks (such as 
raking leaves) followed by a 
lunch. 

Brady became aware of Gearin's 
situation after her younger sister, 
Ann Capossela, signed Gearin up 



for assistance through last year's Rake 'n' Bake. 

"Denise's name was lost in a paperwork mix-up and 
when Peter heard that, he felt so bad that he went up 
to her house with two other men to rake the yard," 
Capossela said. 

"When he saw the condition the house and property 
were in, he called me. From there he talked to my 
dad, who had been in construction, about what work 
the house needed. The next day, I saw an e-mail he'd 
sent out through the church and to contractors saying 
he needed help to do something for Denise." 

That "something" turned out to be the biggest project 
Brady's ministry has undertaken. 

During this past month the roof on Gearin's house 
was replaced and plumbing was repaired and 
installed. Three large trees crowding the house were 
taken down and the concrete front steps were 
demolished and re-done. The list goes on. 

"Peter Brady is a wonderful man," said Gearin, a 
mother of two. "And all the people who have been 
giving up their time to work on my house, doing 
tough jobs like cutting down trees when they could 
be home with their families -- it's wonderful." 

Next Saturday, April 19, a huge outdoor painting 
party will put the finishing touches on the house. 
Then AJ Construction of Brookfield will come in and 
blacktop the driveway. 

"Saturday there were 25 people out at the house 
working," Gearin said on April 1. "There was a 
feeling of joy throughout the house; it's a beautiful 
thing." 

Brady explained the good he does for others through 
HDHM is his response "to the calling of the Holy 
Spirit. 

"I personally have been given so much in life -- a 
great family, great health and financial security -- I 
felt I ought to give back what the Lord had given 
me," he said. 

Brady first had the idea for the ministry in 1999 
when he was attending Mass at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Brookfield. He was listening to a homily 
about St. Peter and all the good he did for others. 

From there, Handy Dandy Handyman was conceived and 
became part of the ministry of St. Joseph's. At the time, 
Brady was still working at the former Nestlé in New 
Milford. But in 2000, at age 58, he retired and threw 
himself full time into HDHM. 

The number of volunteers and cost of projects soon grew 
too large for St. Joseph's to continue as the ministry's 
financial arm. In 2004, Brady formed Handy Dandy 
Handyman Ministry, a nonprofit under the government's 
501-C3 program. St. Joseph's remains the ministry's 
spiritual base. 

Today, Brady cites 1,000-plus volunteers and says HDHM 
has assisted more than 300 clients in seven towns. "There's 
tremendous joy in what we do," he said. "It's instant 
gratification for me and the folks who help me." 

Brady has an e-mail address list of 2,000. When he hears of 
someone in need, he sends out a message and HDHM 
volunteers respond. Some of the volunteers are handymen 
and contractors; many are just regular people, including 



families 

Tom Meyer, of Southbury, does carpentry work 
with HDHM and is helping on Gearin's house. 
When asked to describe Brady, Meyer said he's "a 
very dynamic man with a heart of gold," and a 
terrific motivator. 

"He's a person who can make things happen," 
added Meyer. "He's tireless and he'll do what he 
can to make things better for others. It's hard to 
meet him and not become part of what he does." 

HDHM projects usually take only two to three 
days to complete. Brady said he was moved to 
develop such an all-inclusive makeover for Gearin 
because of the hard work she does and her 
desperate need. 

Gearin's work ­-- her five jobs ­-- include loading 
trucks for UPS in the early mornings, making 
sandwiches at Delitalia Delicatessen in New 
Milford, and teaching kickboxing at Double 
Dragon DoJo, also of New Milford. When she 
dons her waitress apron, it's either at Italia Mia in 
New Milford or Tuscany Restaurant and Pizzeria. 

Despite all of those jobs, Gearin was in dire straits 
when it came to maintaining her property. After 
septic work and a new furnace had eaten up her 
savings, the remaining tasks appeared beyond her 
reach. 

Brady figures the cost to complete everything -- 
with donated services, materials and cash spent ­-- 
was $27,000. And thanks to all those volunteers, 
Gearin's home is no longer in a state of disrepair. 

Meanwhile she continues to work and count her 
blessings. 

No further volunteers are needed for Gearin's 
property, but if you want to help with future 
projects, send an e-mail to peterbrady@hdhm.org. 
For more on Handy Dandy Handyman, visit 
www.hdhm.org. 
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